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It was the first war to
;ﬂ:ﬁg{& invade American homes

via television. For years TV
brought the U.S. fight against the horrors of
jungle warfare into American living rooms.
Seemingly unwinnable, the US. war effort

brought down a president and bitterly divided
the nation.
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% The War Develops
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inagly involved In in Vietnam after World War 117 Mgo Dinh Diem -
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lankin Culf Resolution _ Hinn =
growing conflicts between Marth ~L
vietnam and South Vietnam!?

4, Why did Presidents Kennedy and
lohnson increase U5 involvement L

rn Vietnam?!

1 o3l Houw did President Woodrow Wilson
STORY disappoint Ho Chi Minh? Farnisin
1919 was an exciting place to be for
28-year-old Nguyen That Thanh (N¥-uhn TAHT TAHN). He
was one of same 50,000 Southeast Asians from the
colany of French Indochina who were living In France
at the end aof World War | Most of these Vietnamese
warked in factories, aiding the French war effort

Nguyen That Thanh, however, had come fara
different reason: to convince the ather Vietnam-
gse in France to suppart Vietnam's independence
He was inspired by the Fourteen Points that LL5.
president Woodrow Wilson had issued during
World War |, Wilson's Fourteen Points called for
self-determination for all people—that is, letting
people decide how they want to be governed,

Wilson was among the leaders who metin
Parsin 1919 to negotiate the peace treaty and
plan the postwar world, Nguyen wrote to the presi
dent asking that his Fourteen Points be applied to
the people of Southeast Asia. He hand-tlelorod his
letter to American officials at the peace conference, hut
hie was turned away

There was little chance that Wilson (auid have con-

Hineed Fral.'u;e_ to give up its contra! of Yietndn, ‘et Nguyen ;

'I'-fai"-'&rydlﬁappni”wd that the presitfent iqnared his letter, He . I. _

I}I‘l'tE': I ;,r.cnmplaineu of being deceived by Wilsan's "Sr:rng. rl_':flfreg- :

fgm mhlguVErl .IE"I' .’:r.-'_.li'lf.l_‘ i 1923 In 19497 he returned to Viet- - France: ng‘fEl‘l Th

1 ead its fight for independence, By then he was known by A As ayoung .:a::i:ﬂg eritd \rietﬂﬂ""”!

Thanh began wc:

a mew name: Ho Chi Minh, &
independence.
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| olonial Vietnam

- Southeast Asian nalion of Vielnam is
g :heu:lh‘f China o the north and by Laos
' "'"'T",T whodia to the west, Rich agricullyral
M_"J::E;i have long mfmn .t.he LCOuniIy ripe
ﬁi‘f-’i'iﬂ"l invasion, China invaded n-:‘rl'thr{:*ru
teepam'’s Hed River Delta around 200 B3O, The
;:-.,..Mmege people strugpled for independence
prenturies, finally driving ont Chinese rulers
nthe zarhy 1400,

Velnem's Independence again was threat-
wed in the mid-1800s, as European PHOWErs
vepeted Lo build colonial empires, Despite
e resistance from the Vietnamese, France
Fined eanlrol of Vietnam by 1883, The French
e omibined Vietnam with Laos and (

AT
bt b farmy P rench Tndochina.
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Changing rulers o0y of Vietnam sgain
changed hands during World War [1. when
the Japanese army occupied Indoching, Ho
Chi Minh returned 1 Vietnam in 1941 and
organized a REOUD to rezizt the Japanese
oceupation. The group was ealled the League
lor the Independence of Vietnam, or the
Vietminh (vee-eht-MIN. The Vietminh was
led by Communists, but the group was open
to non-Communists who were commiteed
e independence. During World War 11, the
Vielminh attacked Japanese forces and were
able Lo liberate parts of northern Vietnam, _
In 1945 Japan surrendered to thﬂ F'-”_"“h
und withdrew from Indoching, Thf Vietmush
look the opportumty Lo declare ﬁ,-mtlnﬂm ﬂ:n,
independent country. rl'h'iﬁ'-lliﬁ'“tf" .u|| LEEJ::-::-
wathered in Hanoi, ‘ie'tc‘t!'l‘tllﬂﬂ U‘LE:‘L gl
Ho Chi Minh speak on September = PR
; L upport for WL A S
to gain g"um:_rrt‘“ "{'_;U:'Fd from the Declaration
independence, he -
of J_nmpmder 10e
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Ho Chi
MINH

1890-1969

i a yoning age The
schpal he attended
{aught That France was
l|1,'-|-1|1 Lo improve Viet-
nam. Ho Chi dinh told
actually an invader aview he formed
e hooks. He was 5000 kit ked out of school

When hewas 21 he went 10 London, where e met Asian w{;rk-
helieved were overworked and underpaid. In France he
hecame a Communist, but he criticized the French Communist Party
far not OppOsINgG calonialism more strangly, He cglleg fiar ~eun|ut|u_n in
<autheast Asia and moved tosouth China to train Vietnamese exiles
-u; smassed an army of supporters who would eventually wage the
swentieth century's langest and costhiest battle against colomalism,

Draw Conclusions Why did Ho adopt Communist beliefs?

Pl -_'_,_.|__‘||,'I'::'-.'|I'|.'I| France was

(Rl
]

by reading bann

£ i e

HISTORY'S VOICES

&4 5]l men are created equal. They are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights:
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit

of Happiness . . . The whole Vietnamese peaple,
animated [driven to action] by a common
purpose, are determined to fight to the bitter end
against any attempt by the French colonialists to
reconguer their country. We are convinced that
the Allied natians, which . . . have acknawledged
the principles of self-determination and equality
of nations, will not refuse to acknowledge the
indspendance of Vietnam *?

—n Chi Binh, September 2, 1945

Ho Chu Minh believed that Vietnam's fight
for independence from France was similar Lo
the American colonies’ strugele for indepen-
dence from Great Britain. He expected that the

United Stales would support the Vietnamese
nationalizt movement,

Drawing Conclusions Why

Cid Ha Chi Minh work 1or yiet s indepeandence
from France?

Viethnam a% “ warll

A% Hu Chi Minh fiared. (he French reclaimed
s :
"L_-u.-huu‘n ak 4 colony niter World War 1L In
Devomber 1946 14 Vietnamese people again
began battling French rule
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sereemient and arrange for Indoching's future,
“The Geneva Accords were signed in July
W54, A cease-fire was worked out, and Viet.
s was tempararily divided wat the 17th paral-
o Vietrminh Torces would contral the northern
aart of Vielnam, and the French would with-
draw from the country, A demilitarized zope
M7 along the 17th parallel would act as u
bufer zone to prevent fighting
meth and south,
_Aeeording 40 the Cepevy Accords, gencral
[‘!-Eﬁ-i_lmﬁ were o be held in July 1956, These
RECliong wy|d reunify the country under
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Growing Conflict in Vietnam

With North Vietnam in the conteol of Ho Chi
Minh and his Communizt forces, President
Eisenhower hoped to at least prevent com-
munism from spreading to South Vietnam
He pinned his hopes on the Somh Vietnamese
leader, Ngo Dinh Diem (NGOH DIN dee-EALL

Vietnam's leaders Diem. a Roman Uatho-
lie, liad served as a high-ranking official Im the
EG;DniH! government under If.l"rt-m‘h l'lummii-;;
was taken hostage by the F‘mtuun'u m. .-kp:ﬂ
and brought to see Ho Chi Minh, Ho az
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.o hecome part of his f_'.‘nmulnnn.ci. ;n:.n'-
o J1eving [ witld bring support
.. whose brother had been
. refused the offer.

prnment, i i
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murdere 2 . was
ent's refusal to cooperate, he was

[esgpale )
released.

Vigtminh {orees lafte .
Diem. He then fled Vietnam and

al vears. He spent two years

. tried unsuceesstully

() AssassInALe

traveled for sever :
i1 (he United States, where he mel American
leaders, Diem impressed them with his strong
anti-Communistviews. He returned to Vielnam
after France’s defeat in 1954 and became the
president of South Vietnam.

Very soon, however, LS. otficials bocame
disappointed with Dhem's corrupt and brutal
leadership. In a presidential election in 1955,
[hem claimed to have won more than 98 per-
cent of the vote. In Saigon, the capital of South
Vietnam, election results showed he received
200,000 more votes than there were registerod
voters in the city,

hem's government was unpopular feom the
start. He showed favoritism toward Catholics,
which upset South Vietnam's large Buddhist
majority. He handed out top government johs
tomembers of his family. In addition. Diem's
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Inid- 1963 Buddhists began protesting

Diem's appressian of their religion, At left,
sundhist demanstrators clash with police,

Iné tesrible protest that focused warld atten.
onan Dierw, Buddhist mank Quang Duc set
fimself or fire at a busy Saigon intersection.
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CAUSES OF THE
/*— Vietnam WAR

+ Vietnam's desire for freedom from colanial rule
France reclaimed Vietnam as a colony atter World War 1l
The Communist-led Vietminh fought agamsl French rule

u.s. fears of the spread of communism (the
domino theory) Fearing that communism wauld
spread throughout Seutheast Asia if Communists took
aver Vietnam, the United States supported France,
Despite U.S. aid, French rule of Vietnam cnded in 1954,

« Sguth Vietnam's failure to comply with the
Geneva Accords After the French surrender, Vietnam
was temporarily divided. Narth Vietnam was controlled
by the Vietminh, Under the Geneva Accords, elections
to unify the country under one government were set tor
1956, but South Vietnam's leader refused to hold them.

+ Efforts by Morth Vietnam to reunite the nation as military advisers andtm’!ﬂﬁfsenrud rimarg |
under Communist rule By 1959 North Vietnam Vietnamese soldiers exit 5 lhm;rs H'—_"E. 4
began sending weapans to Vietrminh in South Vietnam watchful eye of an Ameri % "'éﬂllf!rurmfﬁ! E
with the goal of unifying the country under a Communist - erican officey,
government,

* U.S. support for the anti-Communist government cern over LS. invalvement ;

| L n 1'»"]'c't:'uﬁr'..::'.]-r---p
befors Dicm's murder, Kennedy et s -,
% WA g

South Vietnamese: “In the fina) Analysig -
their war They are the ones who 'nn-.-’e fu au.
or lose 107
the world. The images shocked Americans, and It eannot be known for sure whether Kig
public apinion turned sharply sgainst Diem. nedy would have changed US. pilies fuyare
American officials threatened Lo withdraw — Vietnanw Just three weelks after Diem's dogh
support unless Diem changed his policies. Yet he President Kennedv himself was assassinod
refused to aller his stand against Buddhists, in Dallas, Toxas.

In response, US leaders zecretly began 1o
support 4 plot within the South Vietnamese The Tonkin Gulf Resolution Waer Vi
army to overthrow Diem. Henry Cabot Lodge  President Lyndon B, Johnson took aver
Jr., the ambassador to South Vietnam, sent a president, he inherited a rapidly dpmri"?}'l?
cahle to Washington describing the situation, situation in South Vietnam, ‘J‘ILI"]“;’r:,I -
ARVN had about 300,000 soldiers, the Su
Vietnamese government was on the hrh“:
collapse. North Vietnamese forees """'TE.';ILN,I.:-
into South Vietnan at an ever-inireasing i

of South Vietnam The United States supparted South
Yietnam with military advisers and later with froops.

.

HISTORY'S WOICES

§d\We are launched on a cou rse from which there
s no respectable turning back: the overthrow of

= ¥ : Ji _|‘|.'.I.||-
the Diem governmant, There is no turning back By March 1964 1k Vietcong ponteoliod 3
because there s no passibility, in my view, that the e o _
g 3 40 percent of Bo il vielnam. —
war can be won under 2 Ciom administration, ?? : i ane LOAVNe
President ./ |+ 1 becd el
—Henry {abos Lodge I, August 29, 1963 only an expandc i military inve g2
; : ent 8 CamEi="
In November 1963 the South Vietnamese  in South Vietnoy ~uld pri:em—uﬂr i
; : i o AITETH-ET il
plotters murdered Diem. Although Kennedy  vietory. To incrios: the : 11:1[-;4 3 gt
; .y ; 3 . sonL 0 apd
and his top advisers supported Diem’s over-  effort there, howe 'J‘.':'hg"[_ rress. 10 i J_:
tl r i e : & T 175, Loltg -r .
row, ey {!_I.d not seek his assassination. The  authority from i e North ¥ ar it %
removal of Diem from power, however, did noth-  incident off the coast O+ - this guther
ing to ease President Kennedy's growing con-  him the opportunity 1955
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Later it was learned that President
Jchnsan did riod ]II!'I.‘E{‘!IZ'I.t F t‘l:lnpln}h‘:]}r acci-
e picture of the incident in the Gulf of
Tankin. Johnzon was in the middle of hig
54 presidential election CAMpalEn against
fwator Barry Goldwater, a sirong anti-
Gommuizt. Johnson wanted to avoid charges
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U.S. Support of the Wy,

at Home and Abroag

Berore You READ

MAaIN IDEA READING FOCUS

As the Liniten
Srates sent ncreds
ing rumbess of
troops o detend
South Vietnam,
some AMErcans
began to question

nam sa difficult to fight?

LI— B War H

the war 4, How and why did public opinion
about the war gradually change?

THE INSIDE

Why do some people risk their
Y114 @ lives fo serve their country?
e young men who voluntesred to
haht in Vietnam came mastly from rural America or fram
incustnal neighborhonds in the nation's cities Many

FECILITS werg the sons of American soldiers who had fo ught

1. Why did LS. supericnity in the air
war fail towin quickly in Vietnam?

2. what made the ground war in Viet-

3, Hew were LS, forces mobilized far

[r
'-"H'ﬁ""r
q '\-.I TEE

KEY TERMS AND PEopE 071 the chy bake 4.,
LR B _rd = 5Cs

Operation Rollitg Thunder tactics of ) SL'E_VE.I:sau
Ho Chi fdinh Trail tha H_JiEmr'n-lffldlers i
William Westmarelang o ar

your Noteg i =

pacification drganizer fike bgr_e;h._:
doves e
hawks A P
L Wilham Fulbiright H"’%/,J_.___""‘ A
i Ay :"-"E'Em 'I =5
e, )
Gy~ S

i World War 11 or the Korean War §
ot high school, serving in Vietnam
ture aswell as a patriotic dury

Lighteen-year-old Rod Kane
After graduzting from high school in 1964 #a WENE 17 sap
the recruiter "l want to be in the infantry, like friy LIncle Py
- Maybe | should do someth ing |
medics,” Kane said,

"It you volunteer for thiee
medics school,” the recruiter promised. “Remermber what
President Kennedy said,” he urged. “Ask not what your
country can do for you. Ask what you can da for your
country”

It sounded good ta Kane. In 1965, army infartry
member and medic Rod Kane arrived in Vietnam 8

O youny men

Sh ot
seemed to be an

VER

Was just such a peragy

I
ke save people, like

Years, | can guarancee Yol

The Air Wa

The first major rirert |15, military aetivity I
Vietnam took place in e air. President Jnrlﬂfﬂ:
ordered Operation 1. 1~ Thunder, 3 I:I!?Eﬂg'ﬁ";
campaign over Nort:. \setnam, in Mart® 1 “_'
He wanted to weaken 11 cnemy’s ahility Er”Tmﬂ
to fight. He alsn wante: (o assure South VI
of his commitment 1o its 1:adependence.l il
U5, pilots bombed military Eﬂl‘#-f‘-‘r_v" '"h e
Vietnam, such as army bases and :1||:'hF.: lrJ s
also bormbed anything North Vietnarm "“': cpad
usefill in the war effart, including bridges

railways, and power plants.



Upeofthemain targets of Operation Rolling
Tunder was the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The trail
iz 3 netwaork of paths that began in North
Vetnwn, snaled through Laos and Cambadia,
ad ended in South Vietnam, The North
Vetnamese used the {pail to send we
selicrs, food, and pthep supplics to the Vi
il NVA farees in South Vielnam

Much of the Hy Chi Minh Trail ran througl
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Linvizible from

" Praying jung
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 thig raying e
"lles anq 1
Hgent
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king movement along it
the air American planes
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Another resson the Communizt fipees Werg
able tn withstand the bombing was tht they
receividd mazsive support from the Sovier 1 Moo
sund China. Both Communist pervers prinvidad
North Vietnam with saldiers. QUNNaDmEe aid,
and high-tech weapans, including radar gnd
antiaireraft guns.

Frustrated by the lack of progress, Johnson
broadened the air war, By late 1968 more than
1 million tons of hambs bad been '.i‘.'l.I['I|..l'L'l.|. [
Morth ‘n-’ieLnam.angets1'nLans.[."F-I'Ilhiill-l-i“il]
parta of South Vietnam were also :-f.l‘rlhﬁ'tl.-.“

One unintended eifect of the a"'tlﬂ.t‘;.':j‘l':
bombing campaign was thal it led many Souts
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THE IMPACT

TODAY

Government

In part because

of Vietnam, the
auestion af UL,
v lvement in a
foreign war COmes
pnder intense SCr-
tiny today. Recent
presdents have
been pressured
rmake the case
Far - a ._'.;|.-11p.|:\-ll|r-|g
national interest
before sending
LS. forces to
hostile overseas
situations

ACADEMIC
VocasuLARY

instituted oizh
lshed ar slaned

958 CHAPTER 79

The Ground War

As the war continued, Johnaon enlled for an
csealation, or huildup, of LS, pround forees in
Vietnnm. The number ol Amorican Lroops in
South Vietnam grew from 185,000 al the end
ol 1965 10 456,000 Lwo years later.

U.S. strategy In response lo the guerrilla
tactics used by Communist forees, General
william Westmoreland, the commander of TS,
around troops in South Vietnam, ordered thou-
sands of search-and-destroy missions to drive
eneny forces out of their hideouts. Ground
troops located Vieteong and NVA positions and
then called in air strikes to bomb them, Onee
an area was “cleared” the ground patrols moved
on to search for other enemy positions.

American troops on search-and-destroy
missions often cut through the thick jungle,
fichting foes they rarely saw. Other times, they
waded through rice paddies or searched rural
villages. One LS. commander, Caplain Myron
Harrington, described what it was Tike Lo lead
g company of 100 marines,

HISTORY'S VOICES
€€ pAfter a while, survival was the name of the
game as you sat there in the semidarkness, with
the firing going on constantly, like at a rifle range.
And the horrible smell. You tasted it as you ate
your rations, as if you were eating death . . . You
went through the full range of emotions, sesing
your buddies being hit, but you couldn't feel sorry
for them because you had the others to think
about. #?

—{Captain Myron Harrington,
quated in Vetnam by Stanley Karnow

After search-and-destroy patrols left an
ared, villages seldom remained clear for long,
Returning Vieteany and NVA troops sometimes
terrorized civiliaos they belioved had aided the
) IS,

To improve rural security, US. forces
wis Lo "win the hearts and minds” of the
South Vietnamese people—to pacify, or calm,
dpposttinn—especially in the countryside.

Nonmilitary pacification involved
Lonstruction projects to improve the country’s
infrastructure and economy. Militarily,

pacification involved moving people out of

their villages when Vietcong were concentrated

nearby. Villagers WETE |
and given food ang by
then burned the
from using it

village tg, PT"'—"’"E]],EWIMH h‘uqrxJI
L|‘|Q".-'i$ L
LS, planners hopedq e
Vieleong would bl FE'. that {irivin,r._r s
i = i AR Win t].'lt' % s
Vietnamese civilians. May,
resented being moyved offt)
their villages destroyed.
As armics fought from village 1
was diffieult for US, military lag tib “llag
progress on a map. Insicad ey t;l:: Sl.n_-ra
success with body counts, or 0 ::u;n]:.:rgd
enemy killed. Tt often was ditfienlt fyy ; & yf
to make accurate counts in the mids "Ji";t:ﬁi
jungle firefights. Also, high miliar, uﬁ‘ma':F
sometimes inflated the bady tounts rppm;

by unils in the field.
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Declining troop morale The s 15
ground troops in Vietnam were convinesd thy
they would succeed, Marine lieutenan Faly
Caputo remembered his early confidence.

HISTORY'S VOICES

€6 Our expectations were, we were going 1o stay
there a month to 90 days, help the South Vieman-
ese recover, and then we would getout. . We gt
this idea that the United States was invintble
... that, being U.S. Marines, our mere presencs
in Vietnam was going to terrify the enemy inta
quitting. »”

. ok g, June 195
_Lieutenant Philip Caputo, CHN interies. Jur

In reality, Amoerican troops confronted T.ﬂd-lj;]l
of the same challenges the Freoch hﬂii I?Eat
Aided by NVA troops, the ".-'ielc-!mg.uST-': 2
US. patrols and covel ment-held vilag= =
then melted back into the junglé-1~ _
namese peasants st ined [Jﬂiu:HFU };at .
gided or even becime the 1.,-1._3th|31{ U o
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knowing the | wal g -u_-;l'ul|:'h:f'-1 stant dange®
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continued and of China and the Soviet Union,
North Vietnam was able to send o steady

of supplics and soldiers o the Seuth.

sl 1o victory, however. With the
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The Vieteong also vefilled their ranks by
reeriting avilinng, Some Sou Lth Vietnameso
began to help the Communiste or join the
Victeong, Destruction from American air
ctrikes and the pacification policy turned many

peasants into Vieteong fighters.

Summarizing What fight-
ing strategies did the N\A and the Vietcong use?

U.S. Forces Mobilize

More than 2.5 millhon Americans served in the
Vietnam War, On average, the soldiers who
served in Vietnam were slightly ¥ounger than
the US. troops who fought in Korea and World
War II. Most Vietnam soldiers were not well
educated. Some 80 percent of the American
troops had a high school education or less.

The draft At the start of the war, most Amer-
ican troops were professional soldiers—volun-
teers who enlisted in the armed forces. As the
American force in Vielnam steadilv increased,
however, the U5, government depended more
and more heavily on drafted soldiers.

About 25 percent of the young men who
registered for the draft were excused from
gervice for health reasons. Another 30 percent
received deferments, or postponements of
service. Men enrolled in eollege were able to pet
deferments. Enrollment at Amercan colleges
#nd universitios shoyleted ag a reault, Draft
boards monitored studend progresy, however,
and could cancel 3 delermiont i o student’s
erados wore Log low

Fiiseaani e eollepe stidente could gel draft
rJI.i'!.[-r'j[[I::E'Ii.ﬁ-, Young men from higher-income
fumilies were Jogg likely to serve in Vietnam,
Poor Americans sorved in numbers greater
than their proportion of the peneral population.
'_'['m bitter" said one firefighter whose son died
i the war, “The college types, the professors,

they mota \-‘.-'nnihil'l,qmn

Al
whint o el el |

B Lheay a0nRy
I the swampy gvey bl 5o

K numbiepg .-Jr-;.a:n
tenditiomally cnliated i, . ¥
reasnn, i high pe :
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Feenlage - p

rates of black ailthiers g Frat 2, th !.~'I|.| I
Frr example, Afmiean Arr”-‘r'ic-. 1-‘-.'rc': alk,
at leasl one fifth of g UHd;h :
1965 even though they ma;jr..m tle g, i
the American population AR ::
Az the war continued '
largely ended this Inequity, Iy s
government made an attempy ¢, :aﬁlﬁﬂ o
makeup of the military by jﬂS‘r.'Ltur,ﬁ_ _*‘-I'rn the
system for the draft, This lotter TR Dot

. FEYEEEm dea g "
men based on birth dates btk o e ifte
LA,

_ By putting an end o Many defernap,
it made the drafl fairer, because o ir;:, :
levels were less important in dﬂtﬂftﬂiujng.,r
had to serve. Finally, in 1973 the g[.-‘rmm;:
ended the unpopular draft and returncd al.-.
filling its ranks with voluntesrs, '

About 3 percent of eligible YOUNE map
escaped the draft altogether during ).
Vietnam War, either by refusing to remiser
or by leaving the United States. Thousands o
American men went o Canada to zwan] bein
sent to Vielnam,

Cne  young man who Jed te Canada cor-
mented on his experience. “T ran into quie 2
few Americans on the run from the draft” be
reported. “They were seared ., Most had te
cut off from their parents who brandsd then
cowards and traitors.”
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Noncombat positions Most Ament®
who went to Vietnum served in w.ﬂwmﬁ
positions, such as those in adl‘fltm_’"'“l“f];m:
communications, «2ineering meﬂwiﬂ;w
and transportation Fvenin these NOBEE

. . rs from 21°
roles, however, sold = faced dmlgﬂmﬁ e

fighting, Enemy rohels -"}"d L
struck seemingly sl posibons.
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45,0001 i
nurses. Some 20,000 ‘” . g -.u-";ﬂ
worlied in civilian capacities gar

o other Bt
teers for the Red Crpas of oth

relief organizations.
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Public Opinigp Shifts

Most AMericany supparted 1.8,
the Vietnam War at firsy
lmvr'm-'rrr: maore
been killed in ¢
Americans hew
s policy reg

Invalvement i
By the end of 1968,
than 16,000 Americans hyg
oinbat, A ETOWIng number gf
an 0 question the wisdom of
arding involvement in Vietnam,

The media’s irnpact News media cover-
age of the Vietnam War had a strong iann:
0m American pubhlic opinion. During previous
wirs the military had imposed tight restric-
fions on the press. In Vietnam, h{:'r’-'l%‘-‘:‘ﬂ FEDart-
ers and television erews accompanied mlﬂ}:""’i
on patrol and interviewed people throughou
south Vietnam. e

Television coverage bm]_lght ""*En_"mm, liv-
tights and burning villages into ﬁTe:::-ﬂm War
'urg ropms. For this 1‘&35@,. the ".:tr:l i
has been called the first "‘Il'-"“E’: f[';‘ﬂ_, i b

The US. government EII-IjJ“P,-ppUrts would
cover the war, hoping television £

"3 forves were making
how Americans that US. forees
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National Security Adviser Walt W.
Rostow believed that communnism musi
be halted—by force if necessary.

bl

€4 We are honoring a treaty which commit-
ted us to ‘act to meet the common danger

in the face of ‘aggression by

means of armed attack’. .. -
And we are answering . . . the
guestion: Are the word and
commitment of the United
States reliable???

Walt W. Rostow,
1967

Qutspoken ond pfnin-turk'
Senaotor Genrge McGoy %
U.s, involvement i 1s: " PPoseq
m,
€€ We seam bent Upon sy
ese from Ha Chj Minh, eye |
them and demolish their Count

| do nat inte nd ty r-erlmainF IF dn'l
face of what | regard aﬂa.ﬁl «
madness which, SBONEr gr |
envelop my son ang J\mfri?
by the millions for years 1o

George McGover

g the \yj,
tn
M if e have I:I‘]e;:-::?

BT, wil
B o,
Come Iy

N, 1957

Recagnizing Bias Mloverr sorye
priat duning Warld War 1|, How might +
have influenced his autiook on war?

s q |'II_!'I;|‘|[.
hat expenanc.

See Skills Handbook, p. H33

progress 1n Vietnam. But to many Americans, American national security. Pedialrician ind

the images they saw on television eontradicted

the oplimistic government reports on the prog-

ress of the war. Some reporters questinned or
ACADEMIC
VOCABULARY

resource Lome
thing thal i= made
use ol

criticized the government's reports as woll
_ They reported on the ineflectiveness of South
Vietnamese troope. In addition, they aceused
the LS, government of inflating body counts o

create the appearance of success.

Hawks and daves Asthe gap between ofli-
cial reports and mediasccounts widened, debate
at home inereased, Johnson was eriticized by
both doves—pueople who npposed the war—and
hawks—peaple whe supported the war's goals.
Some hawks diszpproved of the government's
handling of the war. They believed more troops
i eavier bomhbi W e T 0 neeessary to victory.
Air foree gencral Curtiz LeMay expressed this
view, "Here we the height of our power.
The mnst powerful nation in the w orld. And vet
Wi re atraid o use that power”

anre at

Doves had a variety of reasons for Opposing
the war. Diplomat George Kennan, for exam-

ple, argued that Vietnam was not crucial to
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author Dr. Benjamin Spock and uthers e sl
Lhat the United States was fighting aeniss
Lhe wishes of a majority of Vietnumese. My
tin Luther King e expressed coneeen Ut de
war wos driining needed resources from Geeal
Soviely programs,

HISTORY'S VOICES

€4\ watched the [antipoverty] program broker and
eviscerated [gutted| as if it were some idle pafitica
plaything of a soclety gone mad on war, and | kitew
that America would never invest the necessary
funds or energies in rehahilitation of its porse
long as Vietnam continued to draw men and 1*:'"5
and maney like some demonic, destructive qution
tube.?? o
o King IE, '.-l.'l'l'""-l'"J::F J :
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| 3% 1968: A Turning Poiny

ReaD m s,
Berore YoU e Focus KEV TERMS AND PEOPLE ) rﬂ;'{lflrﬂf,
MAIN IDEA READ e Tet Offensive Vietnam o Sy i
Ax (e Viptnam Tt wasiie 2 ' Fiba Robert 5. McMamara Er.:;hﬁlll"'!"ﬁ'g;p by
pal dragiged on 2. What were !hf-‘ eflectsal the Eugensa MoCarthy r-'“'lr'lni;-p ?Il]'-"F:.ar"_.;'
and mireasingly let Offensiver Hubert Humphirey Otaphic oo Oty
apprared to be 1. Howe did President Johnsan try to George Wallace difie hﬂlrk I"I gy b
mwinoable. deep fined a selution Lo the war! Ih o
disians developed 4, How did the election of 1968 ilus- '-—‘:Iit.r_u_mwa’
in Amercan saciety. late divisions in American society? .[ri't_"_t___ -
Why did an attack on the U.S. Both MPs were killed as the ‘-fieT.mng Do
THE INSIDE y i riant in hole in the wall. The MPs hawe i TI_'“”!Slh the
(LA Embassy become so important i sehare e e e 2 DA i g 0 g
the war? At 2:45 am. on January 31, the atlackers long ENOUGH to alloyw the Marineg in: Jelyy
1958, two vehicles approached the compound that housed compound fo seal the main Embassy by diin :ﬁ'l-H5|dE the
the LS embassy in Saigon, South Vietnam's capital city, At troops rushed to the scane, 4 fierce firefi ght :;.:;. Brilg
the compound's entrance, 19 Vietcong lighters jumped out the grounds of the compound, =G o
and apened fire with automatic weapons. The two Amer- By 215 am. the finhting was guar All bt g o,
can military police {MP) officers quarding the entrance Vietcong were dead, alang with fiye f'hrTmrir,;a:, mlj* ffe
retumed fire as they backed through the heavy steel gate General William Westmorelang arfived 3 5o, i IH
and lacked it. Then they radioed Signal 300, the code for an utes later. “It's a relatively smal| 'NeIdent,” he cm:la
. enemy attack, His assessment proved ro be Wrong. The assayp :rl._
Suddenly, a huge explosion shook the neighbarhood a5 embassy was part of 2 much larger attack that u;n IH
the attackers blew 3 hole in the high concrete wall changed the course of the Vietnan War & - Hilimatel,
surroundling the compound, *They're coming in—help me!”
one MF shouted into his radio. Ther the radio wen silant, ¥ Saigon erupted into a battle zone in the months

following the attack on the U5, Embassy,
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The Tet Offensive

The Vieleong assault on the 108 Embassy
marszed the slart of the Tet Offensive. A E-{‘I'if-';!
¥ mazsive coordinaied altueks throughout
Suth Vietnam. The Tt Oflensive caused 1968
whecome a vitical vear in the Vietnam War

Kh B
B 5~IHI|'I. In .]ale 1967 115, military leadors
l*L1r|J1 ;Dl{mngmc'rn:-usml traffic on the Ho Ok
rail. They suspected a major aszault

WHE .
MM I danuary 1968 A

Wi sigor
-fhilliiu:;cmmg .I.1'Dups struck an =#ainted
i ¥ hase jn Ehe Sanh (..

enth
! S ﬂ-::f:ﬂu Euut}: Viumnm_ G vt
u-ﬂlli:lud th& hﬂ_ﬂe Hnd L : |= i

—_ -

?Eﬂxt;ai&g firg. MNews I‘Epnrt.;.ni- ;
1954 4 e French battle at Dieg 11, . 1o

BT,

(1]

| f:f*:*t‘w ral Westmoreland soncudad tha; prap-
aratuims for the Khe Sanh ageunlt pvplained
the increased Ho Chi Mink Trail traffic In
face, Khe Sanh and other rral atracks were
tiversions. Their purpose was o drw 18 14
ARVN forves sway from wrhan aneas, where
the major strikes were planned.

The main attacks The main Communise
offensive began on Janwary 30 1965, This
was the atart of Tel, the Vietnamese New
Year In previous years. the oppusing sides
had observed a cease-fire during the heliday,
with many Seuth Vietnwnese soldiers actuiliy
arning home to celehrate.

In 1968 the Vieteony and North Vietnan:
ese troops took advantage of this mament

to launch an offensive. [hinng the erippileg
g4 000 Comenunist galdiars

campaign, some :
i hagias s e then

attacked 12 TLS, malitary
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Lo il peroes Sonth Vietnom, The TES. Fm- . .i :r-|-|r-rr‘|| I"'I”:'”L“h:-rﬂ .

Fappecine e onee ol severad Sgon siles ol laeked Offensive A A ey LR Ir| - "]-asct_.ﬂhnd |

it st night, A South Vietaanmese govern "'I"f1"”- ANCr Mo than .-'.“lr 1 for ||-|=.Ir-|r": b

ment aftiviod reentled The nsaoault CHIEE Capiitpg by the ‘-,-‘i;- o ;'rﬁl\:.f--r-”r"lu

”_'“'I"-r'”: and abuuy, 45 “”I:_tr.n__h;' Ay E'-..Ih'-lll-

WISTORY'S VOICES Killeel, Abog 1. 106 -“'u:lqt.r:ill__.l Ermy -‘5"J|-;J.|lj.1- s
€4 Embassy staff, covered in blood, were being Lronps also died Becisie, :-1|-= amny 2._3.'_;'"'“ iy
treated by doctors, Humble clerks had chr!ng@d loseps, hioweyer the l_;‘.”[r.]"h[r;'j]""-'ﬁ e Ry
their pens for guins. There were dead bDITIE? they were ‘Jf'-"fEI'I'I|ins_-.;| e If:'lur.m_?, Hllrﬂ;_ e
everywhere—some American, bul mostly Viet e, ﬁE‘,h . el 'I-,_"_
Cong. They lay in heaps on the lawn, staining the READING CHECK |ﬂi.t|-|tify- B,
green grass red with blood | ., Chunks of stome Why didl the Communists W h}m : «
and concrete were strewn about, and the once i the T

- .;Jrfﬂl"il\-_.l_:“i
beautiful white walls of the embassy were now :

full of bullet holes, #¥

Effects of the Ter g

The Tet (ffons;ve showed 1,

Vielnam was zafn from attack - Sowy,

many people’s balipg that '."m.n ‘.]h f’*ﬂlh,.,.;

werf: weakering up that th,, LJ>;1]-:|]SL :I'r,n;_;

would soon wig 1he e Stay,,
Walter Cronkite

CBS Fuening News said nigl

Tran Var Huong, guoted in Mam
The Yetnam Experience, 1965-75

frensiy,

10 e It pie

North Vietnamese leaders hoped the Tet
Offensive would inspire South Vietnamese
avilians to rise up againgl their government.
However, the expected public support did not
materialize. Many civilians were left hopme

less from the damage caused by the attacks,

AT

the FESTectay Afich
g

-'"-H-'i':'l?_ i

wWe wWere winning the warl What, - _rln':hmgjl
The Communists also slaughtered South Viet.  In February 1965 ¢ ronkite hyo. ln::_*"-“ff-n-'
namese people they belioved were helping the 2ion report in whick he offireg thu.-;.: -.'¢|"'.".-
Americans. Thiz also turned many civilians public his personal geses “HEncy,

EINENL of th
against the Vietoong,

: - B ak ..
in Vietnam. Ly

Battlefield Reporting

Photographs of Civil War battlefields
and newsreels from World War | helpad
toinfarm civilians about those wars, Yet
Frequertly this information was well

out of date by the time il reached the
American public.

As technelogy improved the way
peaple leamed about wars ¢ langed
During the Vietnam War, relatively
lightweight cameras and impraoved ship-
PiNg service meant that stories could
be filmed and flown back to the United
States within 24 haurs, The BVER 1]

around the world almost Instantly,
reaciing the United States via the Inter-
net aswell as by television,

Warking conditions also changed far
reporters. In Vietnam, journalists often
traveled with troops, but they were not
officially connectad to the military, Dur-
ing the Irag War, reporters could choose
to be "embedded” with a military unit.
They received training and an honorary
rank. Journalists gained areater access
"0 troops. However, critics charged that
Yie arrangement compromised the

news nrought dramatic and disturbing

Images of the war into Amarican T,

Lhuring the Iraq War in 2003, report-
ers relied on laptop computers and
satellite videophones, Neys traveled

966 CHAPTER 29

abjectity and scope of their re porting.
Orawing Conclusions What were the

tiggest changes in war coverage during
the last 150 years?

AUS. e sotographer during the
Iraq War ue.r. ;s computer, genc:ai-s
tor, and satclie phone to send |

images bacx o the office
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A Year of Turmoil: 1968

© Johnson does not
seek reelection

Wearied by events dy ring
the Vietnam War, Johnson
dechines to seek another
term. His vice president,

Hubert Humphrey, joins
the race
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A Three-way Race

As candidates for president

in 1968, Hubert Humphrey

(top left), Gearge Wallace (top
right), and Richard Nixon (bot-
tom right) each had the task of
convincing voters they knew best

how to conclude America’s unpop-
ular war in Vietnam. How did
the candidates’ plans differ?

970 CHAPTER 20

world press also recorded
the event. A London Sunday
Times reporter wrote, “The
kids screamed and were
beaten to the ground . . . |
saw one girl surrounded by cops, sereaming,
‘Please God, help me. Help me.” ™

More than 600 Chicago prolesters were
arrested. Despite the disturbances, convention
delepates reached a decision and nominated
Hubert Humphrey, He chose Senator Edmund
Muskie of Maine as his running mate,

The chaos at the Democratic National
Convention was one symptom of a growing
“generation gap” over povernment, polities,
and the Vietnam War. Many teenagers and
voung adults of the 1960s found themselves
at odds with their parents, who had experi-
enced the Grest Doepression and World War [1
Young people aecused tw previous generation
of valuing material comfort over justice and
equality. Younger Americans also increasingly
distrusted their political leaders, while older
Americans urged them to have confidence |
their sovernment,

Richard Nixon, Republican A divid-
Demacratic Party improved the Republican-
chances of winning the presidency. Former vice
prz_—*..-:ident Richard Nixon swept the Republican
primaries and easily won the nomination at
the Republican National Convention in Miami
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made this choice, in part
southern voters, 1

Nixen appealed to the
mainstream Americ
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George Wallace, independent Aniothy
serious candidate in the race was former Al
bama governor George Wallace, Earlicy i i
1960s Wallace had gained national aneqia,
for his staunch opposition to the civil rgs
movement and school desegregation. Wallae
was nominated for president by the American
Independent Party. In his speeches, he raged
against war protesters.

Wallace's strongest supparters were Hemr-
crats who opposed liberal policies. Moy of
these voters were conservalive Democrane
white southerners and working-class whites
from across the nation, Although Wallace wis
a Democrat, Republicans feared that Wallnoe
mighl. take votes from Nixon,
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¥ The War Ends

Berore You READ
us KEY TERMS AND PEEPLE T, I‘;,!fl_. r;r" "
MaiN IDEA READING FOC W Henry Kissinger g Macrs ¢ Py
] v g et Prescte it Mo s prolinies ¥ farm War | e Ity B
i 3 ; l‘l ; e L1, 11 Ieement M b war? ."".:1' r".”.”i"r-"'-lr_'?.'r.l III'I a Ora F'!'I.Il'_ n;_|r|-|; "'!;"'.-_.._I_:
e - ivalolaiit, Ll-dwlnﬂﬁig agaInst :Ih r'.l.[? :rrr?.;”afr E—IE one bejgy, . ks
the war IRCTRASE Pentaron Papers __FF"—-“-'._-'-.'_'"- B
bl 3. How did Nixon achieve an ﬂ'I:ﬂ 0 George MeGovern 2 Ve~
B .-:.-|.-. US involvement in Yietnam? Tttt Amsidriar
I} 4 \Whal was thewars ||""|:]HI:'.' intha khmer ﬁ'T'LIL_]I:'
United States and in Vietnam? War Powers Act

I AUH[ M Who was the silent majority, and yp, i
o i

-
alln LY (1] A @) role did it play in the Vietnam Wq,:
pe In Octaber 1968 thousands of ﬂrr:-zester-ﬂtl
to th verged on Washington to voice their opposition 1o ik a..*ieﬁh'n' .
e In Congress, demands increased that President N 'f-'|t}1;ilarr! Wiar
can forces from Vietnam, Even some of the Hirsida e supp;ar;:ﬁen

®
sl Ient joined the calls to end American involvement in the war
Despite these events, Nixon remained Convinced th:at MOST Ammer
® . cans still supported the war, He was confident that these hard:.- i
Ma orlt . lzw-abiding citizens were simply too busy supporting their r-r’frrklnq'
_ - and too intimidated by the radical antiwar sy

: proteststom o
volces heard, ake theit

¥ Nixon greets a . le:j:g asked the television networks for airtime to delivera
crowd of enthusiastic mj Jgﬂfea hress. Contrary to the usual Practice, no advance copies of
Vst e Specao vasinners
Vietnam? Instead, on Nove o trmp1mhdraw":f'lfr°”'
. mber 3, 1969, he went on television to
denounce the antiwar protesters and appeal tothe
American people.
“To you, the great silent majority of my
fellow Americans, | ask for your sugport,
Nixon said, "Because, let us understand:
North Vietnam cannot defeat or hu_mll.--
ate the United States Only America™
candothat”
Nixon's speech renewed SUF
port for the war effort and dedll
a sethack to the antiwar M
ment. Although these effects
proved only temporany. the .
“silent majority” speec '5"‘“;1‘_] ;
Nixon time to find a way ¢4
Vietnam 8




g the War

atial campaign, Wixon had
|-.-*|I“-'1 | if clected he would end Lhe_ war
s oo 118 Onee it oifice, he and National
: “T:-:a-i'aﬂi' Henry Kissinger devizsed plans
_m-u‘i';." ‘T._ 1 romise. Tn 1968 Kissinger began
. fulfil "_L II.IL,_E;-,}t'i_HtiDI'lE in Paris with North
et r““?*;d revolutionary Le Due Tho (LAY
.,-ivlnf‘-r;z,l «1 don't ook back on our meetings
dilK :1'_ gr:eat.iﬂ}',“ Kissinger later said of these
t,h;m]}-.n et he was-a person of nulhslatance
nd discipline wha def[!l?del;l] the position he
gresented with dedication.”

(ideni

i yoside
h|':
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uigmamiza‘tiun Kissinger's secret nego-
istions were part of a larger UL, strategy
simed at achieving what Nixon called “peace
it honor” A part of this plan was a strategy
«lied Vietnamization. This invelved Lurning
apr more of the Gghting 1n Vietnam to the
Sooth Vietnamese while gradually bringing
U8, ground troops home.

Nixon'shope was that Vietnamizationwwould
gree South Vietnamese leaders cnough time Lo
ireate & stable anti-Communist government.
IFihiz enuld not be achieved, Nixon wanted
tdelay the collapse of the South Vietnamese
wvernment until after the LLS. troops were
gone. Thiz would at least help to avoid the
dppearanee of an r3||-.|_‘|.;u'1'a55iﬂg 115, defoat.

Nixon hegan slowly withdrawing American
ijes from South Vietnam. When he took office
10 1969, there wore some 540,000 ULS, troops in
that country. iy the end of 1972, the number
ad been vl AL just over 24,000,

. Antivesr artiy sty spposed Nixon's plan for
namizatio Leenuse it did not immediately
E"Id the wur Y Nixon was convineed th!t ]:-:rl
tad the fiyn hicking of the silent majority of
; m_fﬁr'iuu:-.'w whi he helieved disapproved of
IilnLuqur protestors and generally supportod
EOVer mMent’s poals in Vietnam,

Laos and Cambodia Although he wilh-
ey U, Lrotps Prom Vietnam, Nixon al the
i time gleo secretly E:.‘-LIJE'tI'I-ElEf{ the 1""“1’" In
“arly 106y he ordered the bombing ol Cant
ia, with the goal of nliﬂl'ulﬂ-iﬂf{ supply
i along the Ho Chi Minh Tyail. Nixon also

-I 1 1t
(oled Lo demonsirate 12 Noprth Vietnam rt _
ar i order te gain

B W w1l ' the w
ki o wrtcbn U0 negotiating table.

n'll:lrp__ [ﬂ‘.‘ﬂl'ﬂhle porms at the

He coneealed the air strikes from the American
people—including memhers af Congress and
even some key military leaders, -

The war expanded farther jg 1970, when

Nixon sent 118, and ARVN troops into Cam-

hodia, and into Laos the following vear. to

destroy North Vietnamese army bases. Niwon
alao renewed the hambing of Narth Vietnam,
hoping to pressure the country's leaders into
seeking peace, “I call it the Madman Theary,”
he told his chief of staff, H, R. Haldeman. “1
want the North Vietnamese to believe that I've
reached the polnt where T might do anything
to stop the war”

As Johnson had done before him, Nixon
underestimated the opposition's resalve, which
survived even the death of Ho Ch: Minh in 1969
North Vietnam staged a major invasion in
March 1972, driving deep into South Vietnam.

W Identifying the Main Idea

Why did Nixon arder the bombing of Camboda?
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oful Jemanstirations on what

TR : ;
v ernlling B minra-

; -m-nmnstmtiun i hi
af iy front of the White House to

jaeed 11h::|"j hetween Nixon, who was inside,
et 'q.-;hnussndﬁ of marchers in the streets,
ki especially emotional demonstration
_ april 1971. members ull' "r"icl,rmm1 Veterans
qiast the War gﬂt.]‘lE‘l‘f.'F] in frant of the Capi-
:.1.i some 500 veterans threw down their war
I-Ii"' 4als to protest the war. Never before had
turning 7S, soldiers o strongly opposed a
ar that was still being fought.

padical protests A small minority of pro-
carers believed that demonsirations and
parches did not go far enough 1o end the war.
Gune padical antiwar groups lurned to violent
measures. A group called the Weathermen set
o more than 5,000 bombs in places such as
the New York City police department, the Pen-
tagon, and the Capitol.

In October 1969 the Weathermen carmed
w! the Days of Rage, a failed attempt to shut
dwn the eity of Chicago. Group members

armed with cluhs e

-’:‘HJ 1pes chaina
machks f-"ﬂ:‘-hr"r! Plpes, ( I'l.j,-h.--. anrl pag

were shot With police. Six Weathermen
1 1 .- l- [ "« o 2 ; ‘l i
L and many more were arrestecd T)

. o I : = h, L

negative reaction to the Davs of Rape sh 1;
iha TR 21 i i

18t most antywar protesters did nnt support
] '

extremist groups or terrorist measures

Truulhlmg revelations 1n late 1969
.ﬂ.mrl_']'mamﬁ learned ahout a dark episnde in. th;:
war's history, In March 1968 US, f-rnnpa Imdp;
the command of Lieutenant William r.:-’l”e-".-'
had entered the village of My Lai (mee 1Y) o8
a search-and-destroy mizsion to find Vietcong
fighters. Although none were found, the soldie r=
lilled at least 450 women, children, and elderly
men.

The My Lai massacre was initially kept quiet
by high-ranking military officials, but eventu-
ally former soldiers began talking about what
they had witnessed, Calley was charged with
murder in September 1969

The My Lai atrocities further intensified
the divisions between war SUppOTTErs and eppo-
nents, Calley insisted Lthat he had merely been
daing his duty in the war no COTTLMITLIST.

W weren't in My Lai to kill human beings,
really” he said, “We were there to kill ideol-
ogv that 18 carried hy—I don't know— pawns.”
Calley was convicted of murder and sentenced
to life in prison. He was paroled in 1974

[n 1971 another news story bousted the
ntum of the antiwar movement, The Mew
hed a colleerion of secre
traced the history of
111 SLNCE the

f gov-

nome
vork Times publis
prmmerth docunients that

[1.S. nuhitary involvement in Viet
- Known as the pentagon Papers.
srnmenl officrals had

Tpuman years
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aled that govt
sading the American pe
pars. The Jouk angered and em b
jent INixom. Covernment lawyers
115 SHupreme ol to

they reve
been misl
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passed Prest
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leir publicatiot. B
a fooamer official al the
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|eaked the papers

Danicl Ellsbers,

* Defense,

INPHI.*H]:TE: ‘E:-:tlrial:rg had originally been d
s P::.;u.['ltlw war While spending fite 10
: however, he :nmly-e:il:l the effects of
ey and concluded that few South
civilians supported the U.5.-

:—-up]'.n:ri'L
Yietnal
American pult
yjetnarmese
haclked guvernment.
Contrasting HowdiC

‘adical groups differ from other antiwar pratesters?

ACADEMIC
VOCABULARY

analyze sxamine
camerhing caretlly
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End of U.S. Involvement

1 1670 Nixon cnmpmgned for re-electinn w Fili
it ime hie eflarts to o Taeve ponct with
wemor m Vistnam, Ths Demecratie challenger,
Sonatnr George McGovern of South Dakota,
wae well known for s mtspoken eniticiam of

fhe war

The 1972 election MeGovern insisted that
the Vietniam War be hrought to an immaediate
e W hipve Teard many times that Vietnam
will no longer be an issue by the time the fall
clection approaches” he said in July 1972, “For
the sake of the thousands of Vietnamese peas-
ants still dying from American bombing raids,
the Gls still dying . . . the American POWs
Iprisoners of war| rotting in the jails of Hanoi
| sincerely hope it will not be an issue.”

MeGovern hoped the ratification of the
Twenty-sixth Amendment would boost his elec-
tion chances. Passed in 1971, the amendment
lowered the voling age from 21 to 18, Many of
MetGovern's supporters were young people,

As he had done in 1968, Nixon stressed law
and order at home and assured voters that
he would bring a quick end to the war, Just
weeks before the election, Henry Kiszinger
announced a breakihrough in the long negolia-
tions in Paris. “Peace is at hand,” he declared.
This announeement helped Nixon win by a
landslide, with 60.7 percent of the popular voie

to MeGiovern's A7 6 PEreegy
resnt
college, MeCovern CArTio vl
: il

aned the District of o iy by

-i'.l|l|nl|-““ S ”E"l

n o+
0] e

gy
|."r_|_r| el

A peace agreement §
prediction, the Besre r-F.l.”{u- Pile Ki;.ai:-,hm.-
North Vietnam o make Clﬂ alleq Tn I::;,:.L
orderod Arournd-the-cloelk |'mrn1:;:w:ﬂ.“mH' -hl-:.l,:
Vietnamese citips of Harn ;sn:*-"ljw;rﬂ.-t )
late ”F.':Cf-"mhl’!!' 1972 The 1“1-E:T1r4lp rliftlp'r-r:n.% 4
campaigmn, the so-called Chrj,_“.;_ﬂﬂﬁ"’“"'-k
failed to sway the MNorth Vietp Hn“f*'“!'nh_-,{
called off the bombing, and + - ,_Hlkl_“ﬁp
Officials from North R.Tip}tn.am .-:q”:h':m‘:rl
nam, and the United Statey ﬁn.;,ii'..ml- I","ﬂ'
a4 settlement in Jannary 19745 T-:,.n:d:a::r'
States agreed to withdraw 4] .-]r::t-;\.-?'.ﬂ
from South Vietnam and to help mﬂu:mr
nam. Both sides agreed to relegse all r?r.ﬁ
ers of war, But the agreement did nr;tr :.-;:Il'-
the key issue behind the war from rhe ;LE:
the political future of South Vietnam,

w Identifying the Main iges

What were the terms of the 1872 pages areemen:!

The Legacy of Vietnam

Two years afler U.S. troops were withdrawn
North Vietnamese troops invaded South Vier
nam. In April 1975 they reached Saigon The




ehed to evaonte Amenegna
ralh

“ ""IL'“‘F AT v Az North Vielnamese
iy ""'_1”11..,,,, yhe Amerenm embassy, helicop
7 « thomsnnds of people to safety o
- [ .,.-,w,-:hli'f-" ﬂﬁ%]jnrp

I .1,1;|.r'-\ of the Vietnamese whn hiad h"lﬂ-[‘ﬂ
ye Amrrieans were i"'f'" desperate to leave
;1'”1'_' vietnam. They frm:wl thev would he
.:.!-.1-1 o katled by North Vietnamese officials
i I_"mﬁhml-nl for their actions, Some 130,000
;I“_I_nnm.p,:p were evacuated and flown 1o the
vaed States. Many more were left hehing.

(n April 30, 1975, South Vietnam sur-
sndered. The North Vietnamese then set .
7 Commumnist government in the south, After
ore than two decades of “temporary” divisian,
Vietnam became a reunited country,

Violence consumes Cambodia 1. 1]
il Saigon did not end the fighting in Soutl.
east Asia. In 1975 Communist forces called the
Khmer Rouge (kub-MER ROCZH gained control
o Cambodia. In a brutal campaign of slaugh-
wr the Khmer Rouge killed 1.5 million pn_—'u;:-i:*
man attempld ta subdue the country, Following
4 border dispute, Vietnamese forees imvaded
Cambodia in 1879, They overthrew the [imer
Rouge and installed a puppet governmen|
The Vietnamese occupation lasted until 1939,
when 1TN Peacekeeping forces were depluyial
Wmonitor thie froeile pearce,
‘neast Asia The Vietnam
\ Vistaling to the people of Svutheast
'ﬁ“”ﬂ-a"'ﬂ'ﬂ.ml e HHD Bouth Vielnamese soldiers
ar.ld qﬁfr'l'r’“ U =unth Vietnamese civilians were
J:_Il::]:ﬂ He Wi The number of Vieteong 'fm'i
: BE bt dn el mted at aboat 1 oallion.
dunil::’;'“ '. I--' W --:er_lrJﬁ VLR |'||'-.fi1'l.ﬂ|||ll[‘m-'|ll
PR I4| V1 -'|:.|||:|_ l.l.!-? plangs ':IIF\HFIIJ""i SOHIE
W b ol Dombs in Lhe region as well s
Befulisang . Ut contiminated fiued noned waler
fe 41 |.III||1|III]ILI.-JlI.lII linw o .
o 16 million South Vielnamese

I:-rl thie o by after the Gl of Sigon. Many
i Ui [EIEY,

ink Felipees hrayed Uhe opon H:“ I”,-.-['LI--
B Dtuts, Other Sputhonsl Asiaf { it
“h E0eh gy the Fhpong (MUBING? Erom L4
" L postwar conditions i].L e
SR Abour 700,000 Southeast Asian ¢
E'""Dmuﬁll,v settled in the United s“][:;?lli."luﬂlll'

Lo Ly Hayslip was one of the Mary
S5 refugoes who started 8 new IEE 50 g
", Bapn in a village near D2 e
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I FOLUS  READING LIKE A HISTORIAN

Analyzing Primary Sources How 00 ria
captors try to stop saidhers from communicseing?
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“&: See Skills Handbook, pp. H2B-H29

shegrew up amid constant warfars, In ber book
When Hewven and Earth Changed Ploces, Hi
slip offered a message

HISTORY'S VOILES

4 Do not Feal sorry fod me=—0 mage it | aim okay
Right now, though, there are milions of othes
poor people around the workd—girls, Bays, men
and women—who live thelr lves the way © dig in
orded to survive, Like me, they did not ask for the
wars which swallowed theam. They ask andy for
peace —jhe freedom (o love and live 3 full life—

andd nothing more. 7
L Ly Foapslap, bt Rleausn aig farmh Lhanged M

Effects on veterans Abour 53 000
AErweis Wert Rilbieed e the Wietnoim Wai
Acoundd GO0 athees woere hoebd as POWa Soome
POWs spend severid vears in Morth Viemnoamese
jails, where they often endured long periods of
prrtiare and solitary confinement.
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The Wall was designed by a

Yale architecture student,
Maya Ying Lin {right).

About 2.500 American soldiers were
reported missing in action in the war. Some
200000 1.8, soldiers were wounded. Because of
improving emergency medical services, many
who would have died [rom serious wounds in
previous wars were saved. As a result, a great
number of paralyzed and otherwise severely
disahled veterans returned home.

Some U.8. soldiers expozed to dangerous
defoliants later developed cancer and other
diseascs. Their children born after the war
have had high rates of birth defeets. In 1984
the makers of Agent Oranpge were forced to cre-
ate a fund to help vetcrans and their families.

Unlike the veterans of previous American
wars, soldiers returning from Vietnam were
not greeted with celebrations and ticker-tape
parades. On the contrary, Vietnam War veter-
ans often became {argets for the anger or shame
many of their fellow citizens felt about the was
Veterans told of being verbally abused and of
]H:U}}l@ Spitting on them. After havine served
their country in horrendous eircumstances

e

names of the mjji, Im
wum:enlwhu died o We Eﬂ-aqd
as missing |n aCtipy "ol

veterans were stunned by the negative recep-

tion. One Vietnam War veteran laler described
how painful it was to be made a seapegoil 2t
an unpopular war.

HISTORY'S VOICES

€€ wondered if my country would ever welame
us back, Welcome all of us in body and spit )
would we always remain a flaw in Americas Vi
of itself.??

T I
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hr AT changed how many Americans
- pevernment Some were angry about
e ke mislending them. Some thought hoth
i :n and Nixnm had exceeded their conzi-
'lrl!::;-.nl POWETS by waging an undeciared war
W gaeking to prevent annther Vietnam, Can.
.;--, ';m.w-d {he War Powers Act in 1973 This
iy reallirms (onpress's eonstitutional right
. declare war, It sets a BO-day limit on the
sidentinl commitment of 118, troops to for-
Gign conflicts without & specific authorzation

1< 1hat mipght have pane tn

i Congress or a declaration of war,

" Another legacy of the Vietnam War is the
impact it has had on the way Americans think
abput foreign conflicts. Before committing
troops to a foreign conflict, leaders and the
public often debate whether or not the nation
is setling into another Vietnam.

Healing from the war Coming to terms
with the Vietnam conflict has been an onpoing
process for Americans. An important step

Reviewi,

!5, Terms, and People

I & Dese e Whint was President Nixan's Madman Theary?
B Analyze Wiat role did Henry Kissinger have in the

II“'E'I.'l.;II. ||I|I|!'l

CRate | w well do yol think Nixors Vietnamization

Sy eorked? Crplain.
La, Wentify Wiiat was the silent majority”
Make Generalizations |1aw did Amencans reac
¥ La massacrer
CElaborate Wiy doynu thirk Daniel Elisber
Pentagon Papers? _
3 & Recall \jjat jssues helped President Mison it
gy sy
b. Draw Conclusions Wiy o you thi
Ceorge McGovern by so wide a mald
€ Evaluate Did Mixon's bom
= Goal? Euplain

{ Lo the

i leaked the
p-giechion
ak 0 won defeated

inin the 1942 glection?
birig of Morth Vietnam dthieve

'.1:,|a Frbery winly Al wint ain il e Vintnam
Veterans Momne(a| in Washington, (1% i
1.1-‘?& The memarial was draiumad by 'H'Ill.-'w
Ying Lan, a Chinese Alverean i

Wil wes g 1
vear-nled arelyt e

nreatidont ar Yalel R——
Al - L]
when hor .-||_—.5q|g1'| WA rhosen
Mo monnrial s 4 Inag wall
Franite, I e e

than 54 006

ol palished binek
with the names of the morg
Amereans who died or went miss-
g in Vietnam. Briee Wigl axplained why he

and many other Yelerans wero drgwn tn the

memnrial'a dl'dil’."ﬂlnn rEremony "We o
find the names of those we [net in the

ame fin
WAr 1=
iIf by tracing the letters cut intn the Eranite we
could find what woe leB of iinrsebvos *

Vietnam veterans i government wiere
among the leaders of o subsequent ofoet 1o
rebuild relations between the United States
and Vietnam, The bwo countries resumed nir-
mal relations in 1995, In 1997 Douglas “Pres”
Peterson, o fermer nie force pilot whi spent <ix
wears 0 o POW in Noerth Vietnam, becami the
new [LE ambassador to Vietnam, <Tt's a Lrmic
history that we've shared (s two peoples,” b
abserved. "No one con chanee that, but these =
a great deal we cun ull do about the futun:”

AT L o 8 identifying Cause and
Effect What effecss has the Yietnam \War nad an
AmEran veterans’

4. a. Identify \Whoooche \War Powers Act’
h. Hﬂhﬂ' Iﬂflfﬂﬂ[.ﬂ s b g s P

afrethe fall orsago

Critical Thinking

5. Categorize For.io
W Then N sl el |
the effects of the s o0 diTerent o

B 1 i i

S ILT Wi

A

e

O S0 YVISTrdm

=200 e EfecTs of the YVietnam
e e e 20d use it to ist

U Al gecnle

B. Narrative Wite u ooem b
soldiers who served in the Yietnam War

atnanors the fallen American
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-t Offensive
TEt vein 1968
m:unmntshclﬂw;Jrﬂuid Offensive | 38,
¢ in the Vietnam War.
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4 SUIPIISE attack

TeTr OFFENSIVE CASUALTIES

The Tet (Hfensive wis iy
. {he Vietnamese New Year. 1he : d Missin
i‘frﬁg‘u’ietnsmﬁe Army (NVA) and the Force H::d :‘ ’.i.:ﬂ::“:: in A r.tiui :::l:m?d '
Vieteong (VO achieved tactical Surprist = s
but sustained high casualties, This table LS. Forces 1,536 7,764 1 F—
; e for each side.
<hows the casualties for each 51 ARV 2788 8,299 587 Lrknown
NVAVC 45,000 unknown unknown b1

et S 7

Source: Combat Area Casualty File of 11493, Mational Archives

ey

General William Westmoreland commanded US, forces in Vietnam from
1964 to 1968, In 1976 he published his memoirs of the war in a hook titled
A Saidier Reports, Tn this excerpt he discusses a press conference he held at
the US. Embassy following the defeat of the Tet Offensive,

= and victory clanmns

0 T _
.- took the opportunity 10 try to put the Embassy raid

and the countryside attacks into peripertive

Cantrary to rumer, | said, noaz ot the Vie: Cena had
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""""'W? Refer to Document 1. Which group expern-

i nced the largest number of battle-related deaths?

i i""'ll"“ Based solely on the ¢a sualty statistics,
Wiich side Was victoriays?

:'I'EStmn Refer to Document 2. What did General
‘ ndhape to achieve ir the press conference!

What opinian does Westmoreland have of
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‘ e racey

; What 1s the Vietnam
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“Who won ang whe lost in the i
2qaIn5t the ritjac I 0t S 11 i
Wi by a |\'."C‘.-F|fl.':l_lrl aut neithar did e il-:.-. o T
Mistory may make it 4 gy o
"We have begn toq oftan disappointad 5y o

¢ the npts.
mism of the American

: eaders, hoth iq Blram and
Washington to have faith AN IONGEE 11 thie cilyer |
Ings they find in the darkes Clouds

To Say that we are closer ty VICTory today st
believe, in the face of the Evidence, the optimists whi
niave Deen wrong in the past To SUQDAST we 3
edge of defeat is to vield to unreasanable pessimism. To
say that we are mired in stalemate seems the oniy real-
istic, yet unsatisfactory, conclusion. On the off chanca
that military and palitical analysts are right, in the
next few months we must test the ENemy's Intentions
in Case this is indeed his last big gasp before negatia-
tions. But it is increasingly clear to this reporter that
the only rational way out then will be to negotiate, not
as victors, but as an honarable people who lived up to
their pledge to defend democracy, and did the best they
could”
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| Vietcong launches
the Tet Offensive:
Johnson decides
not to seek
re-alection.

Resolution, gnang
johnson more wWar |
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n Vietmam. |
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4 1970
Nixon orders
troop invasion

of Cambodia

to destroy NVA
hases; antivwar
protests erupt on
college camMpLSEs.

19711

Ralease of the
Pentagon Papers
reveals that govern-
ment officials had
misled the public
about the war.

Nixon orders the
Christmas bomb-
ings on Hanot and
Haiphong after
peace talks with
North Vietnam
break down.

| 1973
| United Shates and

Marth Vietnam
sign a truce: tha
LS. withdraws
its Uﬂﬂpﬁ h'nr“
Vietnam

1975
Marth Vietnam '
captures Saigan; |
the United States |
airlifts embassy |
staff and 120,000 |

South Vietnamese

supporters to
safaty, |
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b (e Vietnam War?
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4CTION 3 (pp. 964-971) |

¢ . Describe What happened to prntes_tﬂrs during
e Democratic National Convention in 19687
b Analyze Why did Johnson’s negotiations with
Vrth Vietnam fail to result in a peace agreement?
¢ aborate Why do you think the Tel Offensive
L such 4 strong effect on public opinion in the
United States?

TION 4 (pp. 972-979)

Ta dentify What was Vietnamization?
blompare How were the incidents at Kent State
Uversity and Jackson State College similar?

rEE?.h'“’- Was the Vietnam War a success for the

“Hied Stateg? Why or why not?
lhiﬂ
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R m];EEd dangerous cheniicals such as

g, o Agent Or. ange. Using the keyword

3 'esearch to find out what was known

. l'lfimﬂs‘lt the time and about the short- and
:%“ thaf “cts of these chemicals. Then create &
' M.la,l-? zes the ways in which veterans,
i i Wilians, the U.S. military, and other

VE
esponded to these effects.
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Nalyzing Primary Sources
Reading Like a

| IIHT.HI‘}"H Viieeg Passage from
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Bame." He described hie £
19. Describe What was
Vietnam like?

Histurian In Sectin
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20. Dra '
1 w Conclusions Based o, details in the souree.
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Critical Reading

Rr-:-ad the passage near the end of Section 4 that beins
with the heading “The war's political impret.” Then
answer the quesiions that follow,

21. According to the passage, the Vietnam War has
made Americans today

A open to accepting large numbers of refugees.
B lLikely to sufler post-traumatic stress disorder.

C dehate whether they are getting into another
Vietnam before committing troops to a conflict.

D eager lo fight communism in Southeast Asia.
22, Which of the following resulted from government

spending on the Vietnam War?

A inflation and a higher national debt

B the fall of Saigon

C the passage of the War Puwers Act

D the rise to power of the Khmer Houge
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